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Death toll nears 6 million as pandemic enters its 3rd year 


By DAVID RISING 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — The offi- 
cial global death toll from 
COVID-19 is on the verge of 
eclipsing 6 million — under- 
scoring that the pandemic, 
now entering its third year, 
is far from over. 

The milestone is the lat- 
est tragic reminder of the 
unrelenting nature of the 
pandemic even as people 
are shedding masks, travel 
is resuming and businesses 
are reopening around the 
globe. The death toll, com- 
piled by Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity, stood at 5,997,994 
as of Sunday afternoon. 
Remote Pacific — islands, 
whose isolation had pro- 
tected them for more than 
two years, are just now 
grappling with their first out- 
breaks and deaths, fueled 
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by the highly contagious 
omicron variant. 

Hong Kong, which is seeing 
deaths soar, is testing its en- 
tire population of 7.5 million 
three times this month as it 
clings to mainland China’s 
“zero-COVID” strategy. 

As death rates remain high 
in Poland, Hungary, Roma- 
nia and other Eastern Euro- 
pean countries, the region 
has seen more than 1 mil- 
lion refugees arrive from 
war-torn Ukraine, a country 
with poor vaccination cov- 
erage and high rates of 
cases and deaths. 

And despite its wealth and 
vaccine availability, the 
United States is nearing 1 
million reported deaths on 
its own. 
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Nurses perform timed breathing exercises on a COVID-19 patient on a ventilator in the COVID-19 
intensive care unit at the la Timone hospital in Marseille, southern France, Friday, Dec. 31, 2021. 
Associated Press 
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Death toll nears 6 million as pandemic enters its 3rd year 


Continued from Front 


Death rates worldwide are 
still highest among people 
unvaccinated against the 
virus, said Tikki Pang, a vis- 
iting professor at the Na- 
tional University of Singa- 
pore’s medical school and 
co-Chair of the Asia Pacific 
Immunization Coalition. 
“This is a disease of the un- 
vaccinated — look what is 
happening in Hong Kong 
right now, the health system 
is being overwhelmed,” 
said Pang, the former di- 
rector of research policy 
and cooperation with the 
World Health Organization. 
“The large majority of the 
deaths and the severe cas- 
es are in the unvaccinated, 
vulnerable segment of the 
population.” 

It took the world seven 


People protest mask mandates outside the State Capitol, Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2022, in Hartford, 


Conn. 
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months to record its first 
million deaths from the vi- 
rus after the pandemic 
began in early 2020. Four 
months later another mil- 
lion people had died, and 
1 million have died every 
three months since, until 
the death toll hit 5 million at 
the end of October. Now 
it has reached 6 million — 
more than the populations 
of Berlin and Brussels com- 
bined, or the entire state of 
Maryland. 

But despite the enormity 
of the figure, the world un- 
doubtedly hit its 6 millionth 
death some time ago. Poor 
record-keeping and testing 
in many parts of the world 
has led to an undercount in 
coronavirus deaths, in ad- 
dition to excess deaths re- 
lated to the pandemic but 
not from actual COVID-19 
infections, like people who 
died from preventable 
causes but could not re- 
ceive treatment because 
hospitals were full. 

Edouard Mathieu, head 
of data for the Our World 
in Data portal, said that 
— when countries’ excess 
mortality figures are stud- 
ied — as many as nearly 
four times the reported 
death toll have likely died 
because of the pandemic. 
An analysis of excess 
deaths by a team at The 
Economist estimates that 
the number of COVID-19 
deaths is between 14 mil- 
lion and 23.5 million. 


“Confirmed deaths repre- 
sent a fraction of the true 
number of deaths due to 
COVID, mostly because of 
limited testing, and chal- 
lenges in the attribution of 
the cause of death,” Ma- 
thieu told The Associated 
Press. “IN some, mostly rich, 
countries that fraction is 
high and the official tally 
can be considered to be 
fairly accurate, but in oth- 
ers it is highly underestimat- 
ed.” The United States has 
the biggest official death 
toll in the world, but the 
numbers have been trend- 
ing downward over the last 
month. Lonnie Bailey lost his 
17-year-old nephew, Car- 
los Nunez Jr., who contract- 
ed COVID-19 last April — 
the same month Kentucky 
opened his age group to 
vaccinations. The Louisville 
resident said the family is 
still suffering, including Car- 
los’ younger sibling, who 
had to be hospitalized him- 
self and still has lingering 
symptoms. The aggressive 
reopening of the country 
has been jarring for them 
to witness. 

“For us it is hard to let our 
guard down; it’s going to 
take a while for us to ad- 
just,” Bailey said. 

The world has seen more 
than 445 million confirmed 
COVID-19 cases, and new 
weekly cases have been 
declining recently in all re- 
gions except for the West- 
ern Pacific, which includes 
China, Japan and South 
Korea, among others, the 
World Health Organization 
reported this week. 
Although the overall figures 
in the Pacific islands see- 
ing their first outbreaks are 
small compared to larger 
countries, they are signifi- 
cant among their tiny pop- 
ulations and threaten to 
overwhelm fragile health 
care systems. 

Tonga reported its first out- 
break after the virus arrived 
with international aid ves- 
sels following the Jan. 15 
eruption of a massive vol- 
cano, followed by a tsu- 
nami. It now has several 
hundred cases, but — with 
66% of its population fully 
vaccinated — it has so far 
reported people suffering 
mostly mild symptoms and 
no deaths.) 


Kamala Harris marks ‘Bloody Sunday 


By KIM CHANDLER 
Associated Press 

SELMA, Ala. (AP) — Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
visited Selma, Alabama 
on Sunday as the nation 
commemorated a_ defin- 
ing moment in the fight for 
the right to vote, making 
her trio as congressional 
efforts to restore the land- 
mark 1965 Voting Rights 
Act have faltered. 
President Joe Biden on Sun- 
day renewed his call for the 
passage of voting legisla- 
tion. 

“The battle for the soul of 
America has many fronts. 
The right to vote is the most 
fundamental,” Biden said in 
a White House statement. 
Harris arrived Sunday af- 
ternoon in Selma to com- 
memorate the 57th anni- 
versary of “Bloody Sunday,” 
the day in 1965 when white 
state troopers attacked 
Black voting rights march- 
ers attempting to cross the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge. The 
nation’s first female vice 
president — as well as the 
first African American and 
Indian American in the role 
— will soeak at the site of- 
ten referred to as hallowed 
ground in the fight for vot- 
ing rights for minority citi- 
zens. 
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Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at an event to celebrate Black History Month in the East 


Room of the White House, Monday, Feb. 28, 2022, in Washington. 


State troopers on March 7, 
1965, beat and tear-gassed 
peaceful demonstrators, in- 
cluding young activist John 
Lewis, who later became 
a longtime Georgia con- 
gressman. The images of 
the violence shocked a na- 
tion and helped galvanize 
support for passage of the 
Voting Rights Act. Harris’ 
visit to the city that served 
as the cradle of the Voting 
Rights Act comes as Demo- 


crats have unsuccessfully 
tried to update the land- 
mark law — after a key 
provision was tossed out by 
a U.S. Supreme Court deci- 
sion — and pass additional 
measures to make it more 
convenient for people to 
vote. 

In Selma, a crowd gath- 
ered hours before Harris 
was scheduled to speak. 
Rank-and-fille activists of 
the civil rights movement, 


Associated Press 


including women who fled 
the beatings of Bloody 
Sunday, were seated near 
the stage. The milestone 
of Harris becoming the na- 
tion’s first Black female vice 
president seemed unimagi- 
nable in 1965, they said. 
“That's why we marched,” 
Betty Boynton, the daugh- 
ter-in-law of voting rights 
activist Amelia Boynton, 
said. 

“| was at the tail end and all 
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" anniversary in Selma 


of the sudden | saw these 
horses. Oh my goodness, 
and all of the sudden ... | 
saw smoke. | didn’t know 
what tear gas was. There 
were beating people” 
Boynton said. 

But Boynton said the cel- 
ebration at the hub of the 
voting rights movement is 
tempered by fears of the 
impact of new voting re- 
strictions being enacted. 
“And now they are trying to 
take our voting rights from 
us. | wouldn't think in 2022 
we would have to do all 
over again what we did in 
1965,” Boynton said. 

Ora Bell Shannon, 90, of Sel- 
ma, was a young mother 
during the march and ran 
from the bridge with her 
children. Ahead of Bloody 
Sunday, she and = other 
Black citizens stood in line 
for days at a time trying to 
register to vote in the then 
white-controlled city, fac- 
ing impossible voter tests 
and long lines. 

“They knew you wouldn’t 
be able to pass the test,” 
Shannon recalled. 

Biden said the strength of 
the groundbreaking 1965 
Voting Rights Act “has 
been weakened not by 
brute force, but by insidious 
court decisions.”L} 


Cuomo rips 


By DAVID PORTER 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Just six 
months after he resigned 
from office in disgrace over 
sexual harassment allega- 
tions, former New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo appeared 
to be hinting at a political 
comeback in remarks at 
a Brooklyn church on Sun- 
day. 

The Democrat made a 
campaign-like stop at 
a Brooklyn church Sun- 
day, delivering a speech 
in which he condemned 
“cancel culture.” The pub- 
lic appearance, his _ first 
since leaving office, came 
a week after Cuomo's 
campaign launched a dig- 
ital and television advertis- 
ing campaign pushing a 
similar message: He was 
driven from office unfairly. 
Cuomo quoted the Bible 
several times as he de- 


‘cancel culture,’ hints at political comeback 


scribed his travails then 
went on the offensive to 
attack the “political sharks” 
in Albany who, he said, 
“smelled blood” and ex- 
ploited the situation for po- 
litical gain. 

“The actions against me 
were prosecutorial miscon- 
duct,” Cuomo said, repeat- 
ing a theme he has pushed 
from the outset. “They used 
cancel culture to effective- 
ly overturn an election.” 
Democratic State Attorney 
General Letitia James, who 
released the report last 
summer that concluded 
Cuomo sexually harassed 
11 women, hit back at the 
former governor Sunday. 
“Serial sexual harasser An- 
drew Cuomo won't even 
spare a house of worship 
from his lies,” James said in 
a statement. “Even though 
multiple independent in- 
vestigations found his vic- 


tims to be credible, Cuomo 
continues to blame every- 
one but himself.” 

Cuomo resigned in August, 
days after an independent 
probe found he _ sexually 
harassed nearly a dozen 
women and that he and 
aides worked to retaliate 
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against an accuser. On 
Sunday, Cuomo acknowl- 
edged his behavior wasn't 
appropriate but quickly 
added that nothing he did 
violated the law. 

“| didn’t appreciate how 
fast the perspectives 


changed,” he said. “I've 


Secretary to the Governor Melissa DeRosa, left, joins New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo as he speaks to reporters during a news 
conference on Sept. 14, 2018, in New York. 
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learned a powerful lesson 
and paid a very high price 
for learning that lesson. 
God isn't finished with me 
yet.” 

Cuomo hasn’t said he’s 
running for office, but is still 
sitting on a multimillion dol- 
lar campaign war chest he 
could use to finance an- 
other run. 

Several district attorneys in 
New York said they found 
Cuomo’'s accusers “cred- 
ible,” but said the available 
evidence wasn’t strong 
enough to press criminal 
charges against him. Last 
month, a New York state 
trooper sued him claiming 
he caused her severe men- 
tal anguish and emotional 
distress by touching her 
inappropriately and mak- 
ing suggestive comments. 
A Cuomo spokesperson 
called the suit a “cheap 
cash extortion.” ) 


MONDAY 7 MARCH Ad] U 5S: | EWS 


Officials: 7 dead after tornadoes tore through central lowa 


By SCOTT MCFETRIDGE and 
JOSH FUNK 

Associated Press 
WINTERSET, lowa (AP) —Sev- 
en people were killed, in- 
cluding two children, when 
several tornadoes swept 
through central lowa, de- 
stroying homes and knock- 
ing down trees and power 
lines in the state’s deadli- 
est storm in more than a 
decade, authorities said. 
Emergency management 
officials in Madison County 
said four were injured and 
six people were killed Sat- 
urday when one tornado 
touched down in the area 
southwest of Des Moines 
near the town of Winterset 
around 4:30 p.m. Among 
those killed were two chil- 
dren under the age of five 
and four adults. 

In Lucas County, about 54 
miles (87 kilometers) south- 
east of Des Moines, officials 
confirmed one death and 
multiple reported injuries 
when a separate tornado 
struck less than an hour 
later. 

The state Department of 
Natural Resources said 
that person who died was 
in an RV at a campground 
at Red Haw State Park in 
Chariton, lowa. 
Thunderstorms that 
spawned tornadoes moved 
through much of lowa from 
the afternoon until Satur- 
day night with storms also 
causing damage in the 
Des Moines suburb of Nor- 


A utility worker tends to a downed stoplight on Highway 69 in Des Moines, lowa, on Saturday, 
March 5, 2022, after a strong storm caused damage in areas of central lowa. 


walk, areas just east of Des 
Moines and other areas of 
eastern lowa. The storms 
were fueled by warm, moist 
air from the Gulf of Mexico. 
Officials reported a num- 
ber of homes were dam- 
aged, roads were blocked 
by downed lines and tree 
branches were shredded 
by the strong winds. At one 
point, power outages af- 
fected about 10,000 in the 
Des Moines area. 

The storms are the deadili- 
est to occur in lowa since 
May 2008 when one tor- 
nado destroyed nearly 300 
homes and killed nine peo- 


ple in the northern lowa city 
of Parkersburg. Another 
tornado a month later killed 
four boys at the Little Sioux 
Boy Scout ranch in western 
lowa. 

The National Weather Ser- 
vice in Des Moines tweeted 
early Sunday that there 
were at least three thun- 
derstorms producing torna- 
does, but it’s “unknown at 
this time how many torna- 
does occurred.” 

Northern Illinois University 
meteorology professor Vic- 
tor Gensini said there have 
been plenty of examples 
of deadly storms in March 
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even though they are more 
common in April and May. 
Saturday's storms were not 
nearly as unusual as the 
mid-December tornado 
outbreak that lowa saw last 
year, he said. 

“The storms that produce 
these tornadoes — these 
supercell storms — they 
don’t care what the calen- 
dar says,” Gensini said. “It 
doesn’t have to say June. 
It doesn't have to say May. 
They form whenever the in- 
gredients are present. And 
they were certainly present 
yesterday.” 

Scientists have said that ex- 


treme weather events and 
warmer temperatures are 
more likely to occur with 
human-caused climate 
change. 

However, scientifically at- 
tributing a storm system to 
global warming requires 
specific analysis and com- 
puter simulations that take 
time, haven't been done 
and sometimes show no 
clear connection. 

lowa Gov. Kim Reynolds is- 
sued a disaster proclama- 
tion for Madison County, 
which allows state resourc- 
es to be used to assist with 
response and recovery 
efforts. Madison County 
Emergency Management 
Director Diogenes Ayala 
said 25 to 30 homes were 
badly damaged. 

“This is the worst anyone has 
seen in a very long time,” 
Ayala said. 

Homeowners and volun- 
teers were picking up wood 
debris and beginning to 
clear it away Sunday in the 
rolling hills south of Winter- 
set as chainsaws whirred 
away in the background. 
Amid the remnants of de- 
stroyed houses blown off 
their foundations, a white 
car sat on its roof and de- 
bris hung from the trees. The 
foundation was all that was 
left of several homes. The 
tornado carved a narrow 
path of destruction along a 
ridge while several hundred 
feet away other homes sit 
undamaged.l) 
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their home in Panama City, Fla., Saturday, March 5, 2022, 
following a wildfire that started Friday. 


PANAMA CITY, Fla. (AP) — 
Firefighters and emergency 
workers battled two mas- 
sive wildfires Sunday in an 
area of the Florida Panhan- 
dle that was still recovering 


Associated Press 


from destruction caused 
by a Category 5 hurricane 
more than three years ago. 
The 8,000-acre (about 
3,237. hectare) Bertha 
Swamp Road fire and the 


Firefighters battle 2 massive wildfires in 
Florida Panhandle 


1,400-acre (567-hectare) 
Adkins Avenue fire threat- 
ened homes and forced 
the evacuation of residents 
of at least 750 homes in Bay 
County, Florida over the 
weekend. 

The Adkins Avenue fire 
destroyed two _ structures 
and damaged another 12 
homes late Friday. Local 
emergency official said 
no homes were destroyed 
and there were no injuries 
on Saturday, the second 
day of battling the Adkins 
Avenue fire. 

“No homes damaged. 
No injuries to residents or 
responders. Big win for 


Bay County!” Bay County 
emergency officials tweet- 
ed early Sunday. 

“It is NOT safe to return 
home aft this time. Please 
be patient as first resoond- 
ers battle these dangerous 
fires,” Bay County officials 
posted online. 

“We understand and rec- 
ognize that everyone is 
anxious to go back home, 
and that it has been a 
huge inconvenience,” said 
Valerie Sale, a Bay County 
spokeswoman. 

The Adkins Avenue fire has 
been burning in Bay Coun- 
ty since Friday, forcing the 
evacuation of at least 600 


homes, and it was 35% con- 
tained Sunday morning. 
The much-larger Bertha 
Swamp Fire started in neigh- 
boring Gulf County on Fri- 
day but spread to Bay and 
Calhoun counties on Satur- 
day, forcing the evacua- 
tion of another 150 homes. 
It was 10% contained as of 
Sunday morning. 

Fire officials said Florida 
Forest Service helicopters 
had dropped more than 
103,000 gallons (about 
468,000 liters) of water on 
the Adkins Avenue fire 
since Friday, and 25 bull- 
dozers had been deployed 
to plow fire lines. 


By COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 

MILAN (AP) — European 
governments are moving 
against Russian oligarchs 
to pressure Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin to back 
down on his war in Ukraine, 
seizing superyachts and 
other luxury properties from 
billionaires on sanctions lists. 
Italy since Friday has seized 
143 million euros ($156 mil- 
lion) in luxury yachts and 
villas in some of its most 
picturesque — destinations, 
including Sardinia, the Ligu- 
rian coast and Lake Como. 
“We must be able to stop 
Putin’s attack, bringing him 
to the table, and he won't 
go with niceties,” Italian 
Foreign Minister Luigi Di 
Maio told Italian state TV on 
Friday, announcing Italy's 
plans to begin the seizures 
of property belonging to 
oligarchs close to Putin. 
Italian financial police 
moved quickly seizing the 
superyacht “Lena” belong- 
ing to Gennady Timchen- 
ko, an oligarch close to Pu- 
tin, in the port of San Remo; 
the 65-meter (215-foot) 
“Lady M” owned by Alexei 
Mordashov in nearby Im- 
peria, featuring six suites 
and estimated to be worth 
65 million euros; as well as 
villas in Tuscany and Como, 
according to government 
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Italy seizes $156 million in oligarch wealth, pressing Putin 


Imperia’s harbor, Italy, Saturday, March 5, 2022. 


officials. 

The villa of Russian-Uzbek 
business magnate Alisher 
Usmanov also was seized 
along the tony Emerald 
Coast in northern Sardinia, 
long the playground of the 
world’s wealthiest. 

German officials this week 
denied reports that they 
had seized Usmanov's 
yacht in the port of Ham- 
burg. According to the 
British government, he also 
owns Beechwood House 
in Highgate, worth an esti- 


mated 48 million pounds, 
and the 16th-century Sut- 
ton Place estate in Surrey. 
Activists say that going af- 
ter the oligarchs is tanta- 
mount to going after Putin. 
“Vladimir Putin keeps all his 
money with the oligarchs,” 
said William Browder, a U.S.- 
born and London-based fi- 
nancier and human rights 
activist who was once a 
major investor in Russia but 
ran afoul of the govern- 
ment in the late 2000s. 
“And this is a very effective 
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psychological warfare, to 
start seizing yachts. | think 
it’s demoralizing for the oli- 
garchs, and it’s demoraliz- 
ing for Vladimir Putin. And 
he’s a guy who ... rules by 
image, you know, is the 
person who has pictures of 
himself with the shirt off on 
a horse. And so it’s a bad 
image to have one of his 
best friends’ yacht seized 
in the south of France,”’ 
Browder said. 

Germany’s Economy Minis- 
try said it was in the process 


of “swiftly and effectively 
implementing the Russia 
sanctions” but declined to 
say publicly which assets 
had been seized, if any. 

So far, French authorities 
have seized a yacht linked 
to Igor Sechin, a Putin ally 
who runs the Russian oil gi- 
ant Rosneft, in the Mediter- 
ranean resort of La Ciotat 
where it arrived in January 
for repairs. 

French officials said Thurs- 
day that the crew was pre- 
paring for urgent departure 
when they arrived, even 
through the repairs were 
still underway. 

Britain, long a haven of oli- 
garch wealth is under pres- 
sure to do more. Putin con- 
fidant Roman Abramovich, 
who owns the top-flight 
football club Chelsea, said 
this week he would put it up 
for sale. He has not been 
sanctioned, but opposition 
politicians and members of 
Prime Minister Boris John- 
son’s party have asked why 
not. 

The UK has frozen the assets 
of the individuals on its own 
list and is making changes 
to the law to make it easier 
to go after those on the lists 
of allies after criticism that 
it has been too slow to act. 
Still, it will take a long time 
to unravel, as many assets 
are in shell companies.) 


Blinken vows U.S. support to wary Moldova as Ukraine war rages 


By MATTHEW LEE 

AP Diplomatic Writer 
CHISINAU, Moldova (AP) 
— US. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken on Sunday 
pledged America’s support 
to the small, Western-lean- 
ing former Soviet republic 
of Moldova that is coping 
with an influx of refugees 
from Ukraine and warily 
watching Russia’s intensify- 
ing war with its neighbor. 
Blinken met with senior Mol- 
dovan officials who are 
appealing for international 
assistance in dealing with 
more than 120,000 refu- 
gees from Ukraine that it 
is now hosting while also 
seeking security reassur- 
ances against potential 
Russian aggression. 

More than 230,000 people 
have fled into or passed 
through Moldova from 


Ukraine since the war be- 
gan 11 days ago. Blinken 
said Moldova's welcoming 
of refugees is an inspiration 
to the world. 

“We admire the generosity 
of hospitality, the willingness 
to be such good friends to 
people who are in distress, 
and, indeed, | want to do 
everything we can to help 
you deal with the burden 
that this has imposed,” he 
said before heading to Lith- 
vania. 

Russia has troops in Moldo- 
va, a country of 2.6 million, 
stationed in the disputed 
territory of Transnistria, and 
they are being closely 
watched as Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin presses 
ahead with the invasion of 
Ukraine. 

“This is a subject of high vul- 
nerability and we watch 


it carefully,” Moldovan 
President Maia Sandu said. 
She said there had not yet 
been any indication that 
the roughly 1,500 Russian 
soldiers based in Transnistria 
had changed posture but 
stressed that it was a con- 
cern given what is happen- 
ing in Ukraine. 

“In this region now there is 
no possibility for us to feel 
safe,” Sandu said. 
Although it is neutral militar- 
ily and has no plans to try 
to become a member of 
NATO, Moldova formally 
applied to join the Euro- 
pean Union just three days 
ago in a fast-track bid to 
bolster its ties with the West. 
“While we are facing this 
unprecedented circum- 
stances, we are firmly com- 
mitted to our path for Eu- 
ropean integration,” Prime 


U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Moldova's 
President Maia Sandu greet each other as they arrive to attend a 
joint news conference following their talks in Chisinau, Moldova, 
Sunday, March 6, 2022. 


Minister Natalia Gayvrilita 
said. “We believe that this 
is an agenda to transform 
Moldova into a modern, 
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prosperous European state 
based on the fundamental 
values of human rights and 
the rule of law.” L) 
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North Korea confirms new tests on spy satellite 


By HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— North Korea performed 
data transmission and oth- 
er key tests needed to de- 
velop a spy satellite, state 
media said Sunday, in the 
second such tests in about 
a week, indicating the 
country intends to conduct 
a_ prohibited long-range 
rocket launch soon. 

The moves come as North 
Korea has been carrying 
out a spate of ballistic mis- 
sile launches - including 
one detected by its neigh- 
bors on Saturday - in what 
experts call an attempt to 
add new weapons systems 
to its arsenal and _ pres- 
sure the United States into 
making concessions amid 
stalled diplomacy. 

On Sunday, the North’s Ko- 
rean Central News Agency 
said it conducted “another 
important test” the previ- 
ous day under its plan to 
develop a reconnaissance 
satellite. It said authorities 
tested the satellite’s data 
transmission, reception and 
ground-based control sys- 
tems. 

The KCNA dispatch didn’t 
directly mention any missile 
or rocket launches to con- 
duct such satellite-related 
tests, but it apparently re- 
ferred to the North's ninth 
round of missile launches 
this year, which Seoul, 
Washington and Tokyo 


spotted on Saturday. 
Outside experts believe 
North Korea fired a ballistic 
missile carrying a camera 
to perform the tests de- 
scribed in the KCNA report. 
Last Monday, North Korea 
said it tested a camera de- 
signed to be placed ona 
reconnaissance satellite 
and released space-based 
photos of Earth, a day after 
its rivals said it conducted a 
ballistic missile launch. 

A spy satellite is among a 
long wish list of new weap- 
ons systems that Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un has 
vowed to introduce to 
cope with what he calls 
U.S. hostility. To operate a 
reconnaissance _ satellite, 
North Korea must launch a 
long-range rocket to put it 
into orbit. But the U.N. bans 
such a launch by North Ko- 
rea because it considers 
that as a cover for testing 
its long-range missile tech- 
nology. 

It?s unclear if North Korea 
has developed a sufficient- 
ly capable camera to be 
installed on a spy satellite, 
as the satellite photos the 
country released last Mon- 
day didn’t include high-res- 
olution imagery. 

After Saturday’s test, North 
Korea didn’t immediately 
disclose new satellite pho- 
tos, suggesting the country 
failed to photograph high- 
er-resolution images than 
earlier ones, said analyst 
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People waich a TV showing a file image of North Korea's missile launch during a news program at 
the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 5, 2022. 


Cheong Seong-Chang at 
the private Sejong Institute 
in South Korea. 

“While it may succeed in 
what it calls ‘a reconnais- 
sance satellite launch,’ it 
would still likely take a very 
long time for North Korea to 
obtain militarily meaningful 
reconnaissance — technol- 
ogy because of powerful 
international sanctions that 
restrict its import of high- 
tech equipment and._ its 
poor civilian technology,” 
Cheong said. 

North Korea put its first and 
second Earth observation 
satellites into orbit in 2012 


and 2016, but some foreign 
experts say neither one 
transmitted any imagery 
back to North Korea. 

Those — satellite launches 
were still believed to have 
contributed to North Ko- 
rea’s missile development 
program. In 2017, North Ko- 
rea carried out three inter- 
continental ballistic missiles 
tests that analysts say dem- 
onstrated its potential abil- 
ity to launch nuclear strikes 
on the American home- 
land. 

Experts say North Korea will 
likely conduct a spy satel- 
lite launch ahead of a ma- 
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jor political anniversary in 
April, the 110th birthday of 
state founder Kim Il Sung, 
the late grandfather of Kim 
Jong Un. 

Negotiations between 
Pyongyang and Washing- 
ton have remained large- 
ly stalled for about three 
years due to disputes over 
U.S.-led sanctions on North 
Korea. Earlier this year, 
North Korea. test-firred a 
variety of sophisticated 
nuclear-capable missiles 
including one that analysts 
say places the U.S. Pacific 
territory of Guam within its 
striking distance.L) 


Luxury towers that dominate the skyline in the Dubai Marina 


district, center, and the new Dubai Harbor development, right, 
are seen from the observation deck of “The View at The Palm 
Jumeirah” in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 6, 2021. 


By JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP) — A global body focused 
on fighting money laundering 
has placed the United Arab 
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Emirates on its so-called “gray 
list” over concerns that the 
global trade hub isn’t doing 
enough to stop criminals and 
militants from hiding wealth 
there. The decision late Friday 


Anti-money-laundering body puts UAE 
on global ‘gray’ list 


night by the Paris-based Fi- 
nancial Action Task Force puts 
the UAE, home to Dubai and 
oil-rich Abu Dhabi, on a list of 
23 countries including fellow 
Mideast nations Jordan, Syria 
and Yemen. 

While not expected to dent 
business in the Emirates, a 
federation of seven sheikh- 
doms on the Arabian Pen- 
insula home to a multitude 
of economic free zones and 
real estate ventures, it could 
strike at the country’s careful- 
ly managed business-friendly 
image. Ratings agencies and 
other financial institutions 
also consider such a listing as 


a risk, which can affect inter- 
est rates for loans. 

While praising the UAE’s “sig- 
nificant progress,” the body 
known as FATF said more 
needed to be done. Already, 
the UAE has established a 
corporate registry and signed 
extradition agreements with 
other nations. 

However, the UAE long has 
been known as a place where 
bags of cash, diamonds, gold 
and other valuables can be 
moved into and through. In 
recent years, the State De- 
partment had _ described 
“bulk cash smuggling” as “a 
significant problem” in the 


Emirates. 

A 2018 report by the Wash- 
ington-based Center for Ad- 
vanced Defense Studies, rely- 
ing on leaked Dubai property 
data, found that war profi- 
teers, terror financiers and 
drug traffickers sanctioned 
by the U.S. had used the city- 
state’s boom-and-bust real 
estate market as a safe haven 
for their money. 

Emirati officials on Twitter 
and its state-run WAM news 
agency rushed to reassure in- 
vestors that the UAE remained 
a safe, regulated place to do 
business and would address 
the international concerns.) 
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MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex- 


ico's top-division soccer 
league suspended alll 
matches scheduled — for 


Sunday after a huge brawl 
among fans during the pre- 
vious day's match between 
host Queretaro and AtT- 
las from Guadalajara, the 
reigning league champion. 
"We regret and condemn 
these events, which run 
contrary to the spirit of our 
soccer," the Mexican Soc- 
cer Federation said in a 
statement. The suspension 
affected three matches 
scheduled for Sunday. 

The Saturday match was 
suspended in the 62nd 
minute after multiple fights 
broke out in the stands. Se- 
curity personnel opened 
the gates to the field so that 
fans, including women and 
children, could escape the 
stands. 

Queretaro state authorities 
said 23 remained hospital- 
ized. Ten were in serious 
condition and three others 
were in critical condition 
with very severe injuries. 
They may have been the 
three men who were seen 
unconscious or badly beat- 
en on the ground, being re- 
peatedly kicked and pum- 
meled in videos posted on 
social media. 

FIFA, the international soc- 
cer governing body, said 
in a statement that it was 
"shocked at the tragic inci- 
dent that took place at La 
Corregidora stadium in the 
city of Queretaro during 
the fixture between Que- 
retaro and Atlas." It called 
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RT ol lel, 
Fans clash during a Mexican soccer league maich between the host Queretaro and Atlas from 
Guadalajara, at the Corregidora stadium, in Queretaro, Mexico, Saturday, March 5, 2022. 

Associated Press 


the violence "unaccept- 
able and intolerable." 

"FIFA joins the Mexican 
Football Association and 
Concacaf (the North Amer- 
ican soccer federation) in 
condemning this barbaric 
incident and encourag- 
ing the local authorities to 
bring swift justice to those 
responsible. Our thoughts 
are with all those who suf- 
fered its consequences,” 
the statement said. 
Queretaro Gov. Mauricio 
Kuri said Sunday: "What 
happened yesterday fills 
me with pain, with shame 
and a lot of rage. | have 
no words strong enough to 
condemn the violence, the 
abusiveness and the sense- 
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lessness of what happened 
yesterday.” 

After the melee broke out, 
players from visiting Atlas 
quickly fled to the locker 
rooms as did some from the 
Queretaro side. Other Que- 
retaro. players, including 
Uruguayan goalie Wash- 
ington Aguerre, stayed 
near the bench trying to 
calm the fans. 

After several minutes some 
of the fights moved to the 
field where they contin- 
ved punching and kicking. 
Some people were armed 
with chairs and metal bars. 
One fan could be seen pull- 
ing a knife to cut the nets of 
one goal. Others destroyed 
one side's bench and some 


ys 
~ (eteettied ~ / 


fought in the tunnel to the 
field. 

"The darkest day for Mexi- 
can soccer," was the front- 
page headline in the Mexi- 
can newspaper El Universal 
on Sunday. 

In fact, violence between 
gangs of rival soccer fans is 
commonplace at stadiums 
in Mexico. 

Guadalajara is the capital 
of Jalisco state, and Atlas 
has also had issues recently 
with violence among_ its 
fans. Last year, the "classic" 
with crosstown rival Chivas 
saw a brawl in the stands. 
"Unfortunately, what is hap- 
pening in Queretaro ...is 
happening in my coun- 
try," said Rafael Marquez, 
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a former captain of the 
Mexican national team 
who started his career with 
Atlas and later became its 
coach. 

Kuri condemned the vio- 
lence and said the own- 
ers of the Queretaro club 
would have to answer for 
what happened. He also 
pledged _ to __ investigate 
whether authorities or any- 
one else had been remiss 
in not quelling the violence. 
"| have given instructions 
that the law be applied 
with all of its consequenc- 
es," he said. 

Both teams issued state- 
ments condemning the vio- 
lence. State authorities said 
some police were on duty 
at the stadium, but that it 
was largely staffed by pri- 
vate security officers. Video 
footage of the match sug- 
gested the security force 
was largely made up of 
female officers, who un- 
successfully tried to break 
up fights. "If the company 
(soccer team) does not 
have enough officers or 
they lack training, we are 
going to work to hold them 
responsible," said Guada- 
lupe Murguia, the state in- 
terior secretary. 

Large squads of police 
are assigned to security at 
some soccer matches in 
Mexico. 

"The security at the stadium 
is a private responsibility, 
but despite that, | recog- 
nize that law enforcement 
was insufficient and did not 
act with sufficient speed," 
Gov. Kuri said.L) 
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Testing Center Result in 30 minutes! 
PCR / Antigen Test ay 


NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! SAME DAY RESULT! 


info@medcare.aw / www.medcare.aw 


Test today, fly tomorrow during the holidays 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing 
Centers has improved its services when it comes to 
turn around time for results. As of November its offer- 
ing same day test results ( previously it was 24 hours) 
on both PCR and Antigen tests. 


This in part is to comply with the updated December 
6, CDC requirement for travel to the United States, 
where all air passengers, regardless of vaccination 
status, must show a negative COVID-19 test taken no 
more than 1 day before travel to the United States. 


MedCare Fit2Fly Testing Center at the Cove Mall is 
opposite the Holiday Inn and is open every day for 
walk-ins from 8 AM through 6 PM. MedCare’s other lo- 
cation is situated at The Courtyard by Marriott Aruba 
Resort, is across the street from the RIU Hotel and is 
open every day from 8:00 AM until 2 PM. These two 
locations are at a stone’s throw from your resort, con- 
dominium, or other vacation accommodation. Walk- 
ins are welcome. 


MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic that 
specializes in urgent care for tourists and that has 
been appointed as the national COVID-19 clinic 
for tourists, and Laboratorio di Servicio, a full-service 
modern medical laboratory with state-of-the-art 
equipment, have partnered up to provide fast and 
reliable COVID-19 testing to all. Laboratorio di Servicio 


is ISO-15189:2012 accredited by the Dutch Council for For your convenience 
Accreditation (M317). For a selection of resorts in Aruba, MedCare has setup 


Testing Centers on site: 

¢ Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village Beach Resort, 
Divi Golf, Divi Tamarijn 

e Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach Resort 

e The Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort 

¢ Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort and Casino 

e Renaissance Wind Creek Aruba Resort 

e The Ritz-Carlton Resort. 

Please contact your front desk for more information 

on our Testing Centers at these properties. 


Private bookings 

For your convenience, Medcare also offers private 
testing at your accommodation/hotel room for a one- 
time service fee of $120. This fee covers testing up to 
10 people (one appointment, at one location and a 
specific time). Additional persons will be charged $10 
per person. Regular testing fees applies.) 


For more information, please contact: 
Phone: +297 280 0630 

Open 7 days a week, 7 AM —7 PM. 
Email: info@medcare.aw 
MedCare Clinic Aruba - 

Medcare Test Center 


Follow us on social media: 
MedCare Clinic | Facebook 
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ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va- 
cation picture while enjoy- 
ing our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is ....... Send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your va- 
cation memory. Isn't that a 
special way to keep your 
best moments alive? 


Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give per- 
mission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to 


use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes with- 
out compensation. 

Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again. 


For today we received a 
sweet message from Lee- 
Anna Vitone who visited 
our Happy Island to cele- 
brate her 50th birthday. 


LeeAnna wrote “Aruba to 
me is the perfect 50th birth- 
day present, I’m thinking to 
return every year from here 
on out. It is a vacationers 
paradise. My 50th birthday 
present was perfect.”L) 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIMESHARE RESORT 


Playa Linda Sales Office: Mon-Fri (8am-4pm) 
sales@playalinda.com or call (+297)-586-1000 
Toll free number: 1-888-281-4544 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD - As part of our 
Aruba to me series, in which 
we invite our visitors to send 
their favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Is- 
land, we would like to show 
appreciation to another of our 
visitors who have shared what 
Aruba is to them. 


For today we received a love- 
ly message from Ray Corfey 
and his partner who are from 
West Brookfield, Massachu- 
setts, USA. 


The beautiful couple wrote 
“Our favorite place to be. 
We have been coming here 
for many years. We Celebrat- 
ed our 20th, 21st, 23rd and 
25th anniversaries here. We 
love Aruba. The people are 
so friendly and the food is 
fantastic.”) 


LIVING 


With the Most Spectacular View 


Visit us and check it out for yourself 


(+297) 594 6395 


Weststraat 2 | O’Stad, Aruba | sales@harbourhousearuba.com 
WWW. HARBOURHOUSEARUBA.COM 
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PCR $75 VERY JUST WALKIN! 
Next da gemte No appointment 
results swabbers needed. 


Prviclins 8 oe $35 
Same day 
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Ray Ellin also known as Aruba Ray makes a meaningful donation 
to C.G. Abraham De Veer School 


Article written by Willis Fermin 
San Nicolas - When come- 
dian Ray Ellin, also known 
as Aruba Ray, saw a face- 
book post from US social 
worker and frequent Aruba 
visitor Jennifer Koegel, ask- 
ing for books to be donat- 
ed to Aruban schools, he 
put down the microphone, 
and leaped into action. 


The comedian immediately 
purchased over a hundred 
books on Miss Koegel's list 
of classic literature, with 
titles from authors including 
Jane Austen, Harper Lee, 
JD Salinger, John Grisham, 
Charlotte Bronte, and 
dozens more. He person- 
ally carried them down to 
Aruba, and delivered them 
himself to the principal and 
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Chef Urvin Croes 


Let us take you 
on a culinary 
journey 


students at the C.G. Abra- 
ham De Veer School. 


Ellin's love for Aruba runs 
deep, so much so that 
the front door of his home 
in NYC is painted with the 
Aruban flag. And he said 
getting involved with the 
book project was an easy 
decision. "My oldest sister 
taught me how to read 
when | was three years 
old. In elementary school, 
my mother took my sisters 
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Welcome at our table 


Step inside our meticulously designed Chef's Table restaurant, 
located on scenic Eagle Beach, for a 12-course menu 
prepared in front of your very own eyes. 

Taste sensational dishes made by the team led by Chef Urvin 
Croes, where they explore without boundaries and offer a 
dining experience you will never forget. 
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and me to the library every 
week to pick out different 
books. My other sister end- 
ed up becoming a very 
successful writer. | loved 
getting lost in the different 
worlds created by Beverly 
Cleary and Robert Corm- 
ier and Judy Blume. | was 
lucky to have this in my life. 
Without question, reading is 
one of the most important 
and valuable things for kids 
to be doing. And when | 
heard that there were Aru- 
ban kids without access to 
these wonderful books, | im- 
mediately wanted to help." 


This book project was 
launched in September 
2021, when Miss Koegel 


started the initiative with 
Aruban resident = Char- 
lotte Wolff Croes, who was 
the owner of 'The Home- 
schoo!l@Paradera". Miss 
Croes passed away in Jan- 
vary, and now taxi driver 
Robert Croes is helping Miss 
Koegel collect and dis- 
tribute the books. The pro- 
gram expanded to other 
schools; to date, eight dif- 
ferent MAVO schools have 
received close to 2,000 
books. 


It is GN enormous undertak- 
ing for Miss Koegel to fa- 
cilitate this program - she 
collects books from various 
sources in America, has to 
deliver them to people in 
America who are en route 
to Aruba, and then arrange 
for distribution to the Aru- 
ban schools. She does this 
for no pay, and spends her 
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own money to do so - but 
she thinks it is well worth it. 


"The overwhelming _ re- 
sponse to this project has 
exceeded my _ expecta- 
tions. The respect for this 
project has been evidence 
that Aruba has the best 
travelers who are commit- 
ted to helping the commv- 
nity. Through networking, | 
have made so many new 
friends and proven that 
small contributions can 
quickly make a significant 
impact." 


And while Ellin was moved 
by Koegel's plea on social 
media, this wasn't the first 
time he has come to aid 
causes in Aruba. Over the 
years he has donated his 
services as a host and co- 
median to raise money 
for the Animal Relief Foun- 
dation (ARF), the Aruban 
Special Olympics team, 
and during the pandemic, 
when zero income was 
coming in to the Aruban 
economy, Ellin produced 
online comedy shows from 
his home in New York City, 
donating all of the ticket 
sales, raising thousands of 


dollars to benefit The Happy 
To Give Back Foundation. 
Ellin did these shows while 
grieving the sudden loss of 
the same sister that taught 
him to read as a small child. 
She unexpectedly passed 
away two weeks before 
the first lockdown in the US. 


Ellin wants other visitors to 
Aruba to assist in this cause. 
"People who love Aruba 
can easily help. Just caill 
Jennifer Koegel in the Unit- 
ed States at 201-704-5415. 
Every book counts! 


And Ellin has asked his fel- 
low comedians to get in- 
volved as well. Each co- 
median who performs at 
his Aruba Ray's Comedy 
Shows has been asked to 
bring books with them to 
Aruba. In return, Ellin gives 
each comedian an acai 
bow! from Eduardo's Beach 
Shack. 


"This is more than a_ fair 
deal," laughed Ellin. "The 
kids will feel good, and 
the comedian will feel 
good. The only thing bet- 
ter? Reading a great novel 
WHILE eating the acai." 


Ray Ellin’s “Aruba Ray’s 
Comedy Show” is officially 
TripAdvisor's most popu- 
lar nightlife activity and 
show in Aruba. Visit www. 
rayellin.com or Wwww.aru- 
bacomedy.com to learn 
more about Ellin, comedy, 
or books. 
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New offices for the hybrid era? Many companies are on board 


By JOSH FUNK 

AP Business Writer 

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — If you 
build a shiny new office 
building, will your employ- 
ees show up to work in it? 
Many U.S. companies are 
banking on it because they 
believe working in person 
is better for collaboration 
and training young em- 
ployees. So even though 
most employees are still 
working from home offices 
and dining room. tables 
today, some companies 
are willing to spend big on 
showplace headquarters. 
Businesses recognize there 
is a place for offices de- 
spite the fact that they 
plan to give workers more 
flexibility to work from home 
and might see cost savings 
from limiting their real es- 
tate holdings. 

Ina sign of how committed 
companies are to keeping 
offices, some 57% of the 
more than 2,300 office proj- 
ects that giant architecture 
firm Gensler is now working 
on were started last year, 
in the middle of the pan- 
demic. But as they’re build- 
ing, companies are tweak- 
ing designs to reflect that 
offices may become spots 
that workers visit primarily to 
collaborate with others, in- 
stead of places where they 
toil all day, every day. 
Jordan Goldstein, the co- 
firm managing principal at 
Gensler, said companies 
are placing a premium 
on having more meeting 
rooms with the technol- 
ogy to accommodate re- 
mote and in-person par- 
ticipants, as well as more 
flexible space for people 
to choose where they work 
within the office. 

Mutual of Omaha plans to 
build a glassy new head- 
quarters in its namesake 
Nebraska city that could 
wind up as Omaha's tallest 
building. 

But the insurance compa- 
ny says the plans for its new 
building reflect its com- 
mitment to flexible work. 
The company has 4,000 
employees in the Omaha 
metro area but is planning 
a building that can only 
accommodate between 
2,200 and 2,500 people 
on any given day, Mutual 
spokesman Jim Nolan said. 
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Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert, left, and Mutual of Omaha CEO James Blackledge announce plans 
for a new Mutual of Omaha headquarters skyscraper on the site of the current downtown library, 


Wednesday, Jan. 26, 2022. 


“The only way that works is 
by embracing remote and 
hybrid work,” he said. 

The number of people 
working remotely is clearly 
growing because so many 
companies learned they 
could do it during the pan- 
demic. The Society for Hu- 
man Resource Manage- 
ment estimates the number 
of totally remote U.S. work- 
ers will double to roughly 
36 million people by 2025. 
But the CEO of that trade 
group, Johnny C. Taylor Jr., 
said that will still only ac- 
count for a little over 20% 
of the workforce. The other 
nearly 80% will work in an 
office at least part of the 
time. Another survey done 
last year by CBRE Group, 
the world’s largest com- 
mercial real estate ser- 
vices and investment firm, 
showed that 87% of large 
companies planned to use 
a hybrid schedule after the 
pandemic, with workers in 
the office part of the time. 
And = separate —_—-worker 
surveys that SHRM = and 
Gensler conducted last fall 
both showed that more 
than half of workers want- 
ed to be back in the office 
at least one day a week. 
But so far businesses have 
been slow to bring em- 
ployees back. An average 
of 36.8% of the workforce 
was back in offices during 
the fourth week of Febru- 
ary in 10 major U.S. cities 


monitored by Kastle Sys- 
tems, which tracks building 
access-card swipes. That 
number has been creep- 
ing up since early January 
when it fell as low as 23% 
during the omicron surge. 
Mutual of Omaha CEO 
James Blackledge — said 
bringing people together 
in an office at least peri- 
odically will boost produc- 
tivity and creativity, and 
having a gleaming new 
$433 million office should 
help the company attract 
new talent. Plus, the new 
headquarters will likely be 
smaller overall than Mu- 
tual’s current headquarters 
complex, but the exact size 
will be determined later in 
the design process. 
Elsewhere, two high profile 
projects already underway 
are Walmart’s new head- 
quarters being built in Ben- 
tonville, Arkansas, and the 
new New York City home 
for bank JP Morgan Chase. 
Walmart said it was over- 
due for a new headquar- 
ters regardless of the pan- 
demic because it is cur- 
rently spending tens of mil- 
lions of dollars every year 
to maintain an outdated 
patchwork of more than 
20 offices in northwest Ar- 
kansas for its administrative 
and support staff. 

JP Morgan CEO Jamie Di- 
mon has said that the rise 
of work-from-home might 
mean the company only 


Associated Press 


needs 60 desks for every 
100 employees because 
they will be shared. But 
he remains committed 
to a new headquarters 
for 12,000 to 14,000 of the 
bank's employees  be- 
cause many tasks will still 
need to be done in person. 
Deluxe, the company once 
known primarily for printing 
checks that now processes 
nearly $3 trillion in payments 
a year, invested $12.2 mil- 
lion during the pandemic in 
a new 94,000-square-foot 
Minneapolis headquarters 
that opened last fall. When 
they return on a more regu- 
lar basis later this month, 
employees will be expect- 
ed to be there more often 
than they work from home. 
But the new headquarters 
is less than one-third the 
size of Deluxe’s old one. 
The company cut its overall 
real estate footprint in half 
nationwide to better reflect 
its current needs with more 
people working remotely. 
“There are very, very few 
jobs that are just individual 
contributor jobs with little 
or no interaction required 
from others,” he said. 
McCarthy, like many CEOs, 
says he believes office work 
is better for training and 
mentoring younger em- 
ployees because they can 
watch and interact with 
their coworkers better and 
get more immediate feed- 
back on their work. 


The roughly 100 headquar- 
ter workers at shoe and 
apparel company Merrell 
moved into a new office in 
Rockford, Michigan, in Jan- 
vary. The project was in the 
works before the pandem- 
ic began, but CEO Chris 
Hufnagel said the compa- 
ny reworked the plan after 
it became clear that many 
employees would still work 
from home, at least part 
of the time. Hufnagel said 
he believes the office will 
be the “epicenter” for the 
company’s work. 

“| think everyone realizes 
that there are parts of our 
jobs that we do_ better 
when we are together,” 
Hufnagel said. 

And then there are com- 
panies that plan to largely 
do away with their offices 
in favor of remote work. But 
even those firms may keep 
a small office presence. 
Intradiem CEO Matt Mc- 
Connell said the software 
company had its most prof- 
itable year ever in 2021 and 
didn't miss a beat while its 
150 employees and 75 con- 
tractors were all working re- 
motely. After checking with 
employees, the company 
shifted to a_ remote-first 
plan and will let its current 
headquarters lease expire 
at the end of 2022. 

“I's just this big, empty 
space that no one is using. 
It doesn’t make any sense 
to maintain that,” McCon- 
nell said. 

But Intradiem, which _ is 
based in Alpharetta, Geor- 
gia, will likely still maintain a 
smaller headquarters with 
space for its IT workers to 
put together equipment to 
send out to home-based 
workers, and the company 
will encourage teams to 
occasionally get together 
in person. They may also 
rent some space at shared 
offices run by WeWork 
for employees across the 
country to use. 

Modular flooring manufac- 
turer Interface just opened 
a new headquarters in 
2018, but the pandemic 
prompted the company to 
spend $400,000 remodeling 
the building and investing 
in new technology and fur- 
niture to adjust to workers 
only being in the office part 
of the time.) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 46 Painter 
1 Super- Degas 
market 47 Winter 
section gliders 

6 Hardly 48 Software 


a fan buyers 
11 Elevator 


stop DOWN 


12Spanish = 4 Toward 
resort isl@ the stem 


13 Choir 3—de 
member France 


ena 8 Junior, to 
Orders senior 


15 Couch 4 Things to 


17 Drake's 
music tle Up 19 Pleasant 
5 Slip 20 Stepped 
18 Be | 
& Small grill gn 
sociable 7 | iaceln 
22 Royal 21 Strong 
address nickname side 
23 Leg & Stratum players 
parts 9 Poet 24 Surteit 
97 Clickable Pound 25 Golf 
0 Grating goal 


pictures 
29lcehouse Sound 26Fly i 


30 Roosevelt 
and 
Kennedy 

32 Hawaiian 
dance 

33 Paint 
mess 

35 Sty 
dweller 

38 Jekyll's 
evil 
alter eqo 

39 Boise's 
state 

41 Really 
impressed 

45 Visit 
unexpect- 
edly 


TIRE |e |S BSIeEleE|D]¥ 


Saturday's answer 


16 Diet 
no-ne 

18 "“— some- 
thing | 
said?" 


26 Drawing: 
off tubes 
31 Cunning 
34 French 
farewell 
35 Card 
symbols 
36 Pop star 
37 Stare in 
disbelief 
40 Concealed 
4? Grow 
older 
43 Combat 


AXYDLBAAAR 
BLONGRFELLOW 
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three Tos. X% for the two Os, ete. Sinele letters, 
apostrophes. the dened and formation of the wards 
wreoall hinds. Each day the code letters ane different. 


3-7 CRYPTOQUOTE 


SWB TLD N ZEB WS. KI DOT 


TLYS SWB ELNYKGOT, BGOH 


MOSSL VHS HV¥ TNSW SWH 


CLAY. UGCCD VLEStY 

Saturday's Cryptoquate: WHOLVYER STOPS 
UP HIS EAR AT THE CRY OF THE POOR SHALL 
CRY HIMSELP AND NOT BE HEARD. — HEBREW 
PROVERB 


‘The Batman’ gives movie theaters a 
new hope with big launch 


This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Zoe Kravitz, 
left, and Robert Pattinson in a scene from “The Batman.” 
Associated Press 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Bat- 
man has his fair share of 
pressures, from saving Go- 
tham to saving movie the- 
aters. And while they’re 
both still decidedly works 
in progress, “The Batman,” 
starring Robert Pattinson, 
managed to give a little 
glimmer of hope to both 
by grossing $128.5 million in 
North America, according 
to studio estimates Sunday. 
The latest relaunch of the 
80-year-old comic book 
character is well above 
Warner Bros.’ conservative 
estimates going into the 
weekend, which had the 
film pegged for a debut in 
the $90 million range. It’s 
the best opening of 2022 
and the second best of 
the pandemic, though it’s 
more than $100 million shy 
of “Spider-Man: No Way 
Home's” still unbelievable 
$260 million opening week- 
end in December. 

“The Batman” opened this 
weekend exclusively — in 
theaters in 4,217 locations 
on over 12,500 screens in 
North America. There were 
some fan events on Tues- 
day and Wednesday lead- 
ing into Thursday pre-shows 
in about 3,300 locations. All 
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told, by the close of Friday, 
“The Batman” had already 
grossed $57 million. No oth- 
er major studio dared com- 
pete with their own new 
film. Internationally, “The 
Batman” earned $120 mil- 
lion, bringing its global to- 
tal to $248.5 million. Warner 
Bros. halted its release in 
Russia following the coun- 
try’s invasion of Ukraine, 
saying that the company 
would monitor the situation 
as it evolves. Many major 
studios made similar deci- 
sions with their films. 
Reviews have been largely 
positive for this new itera- 
tion of the caped crusad- 
er. Director Matt Reeves 
and co-writer Peter Craig 
set “The Batman” in Bruce 
Wayne's second year of 
donning the cape. Corrup- 
tion is rampant in Gotham 
and some well-known 
villains are not yet fully 
formed, but there’s a se- 
rial killer afoot and Pattin- 
son's Batman and Gordon, 
played by Jeffrey Wright, 
are on a mission to find the 
mysterious Riddler (Paul 
Dano). 

It's been a long road for 
“The Batman” to make it to 
theaters. The original plan 
was for it come out in June 
2021, but that was pushed 
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several times due in part to 
COVID-related production 
shutdowns. The film cost 
around $200 million to pro- 
duce, not to mention the 
millions spent on market- 
ing and distribution. And 
a lot is riding on “The Bat- 
man,” with future films and 
an HBO Max spinoff series 
both planned. 

As the omicron variant 
surged in December, War- 
ner Bros. was faced once 
more with a hard decision: 
Delay the release further 
or commit to the March 
opening. Under the advice 
of epidemiologists, in Janu- 
ary they decided to go for- 
ward and start spending 
significant money on mar- 
keting. “We knew the mov- 
ie was exceptional. We 
knew fans would embrace 
it. But we didn’t know 
what the pandemic would 
hold,” said Jeff Goldstein, 
Warner Bros.’ president of 
domestic distribution. “The- 
ater owners really stepped 
up and showed their show- 
manship ... it was really a 
collective win.” 

“The Batman’ is also the first 
movie in over a year that 
Warner Bros. has released 
exclusively in theaters. In 
2021, the studio adopted a 
hybrid release strategy de- 
buting films from “Dune” to 
“Suicide Squad” in theaters 
and on HBO Max simulta- 
neously, which may have 
helped streaming subscrip- 
tions, but not the box office 
or movie theaters. 

“The box office is back with 
a vengeance,” said Paul 
Dergarabedian, Com- 
score’s senior media ana- 
lyst. “This is a real turning 
point for the industry. The 
box office year has been 
moving in fits and starts. 
There have been some 
solid performances but 
no blockbuster breakout 
opener in 2022. This is great 
for movie theaters.” 

So how does Pattinson’s 
stack up against his prede- 
cessors? It’s the fourth big- 
gest opening for a Batman 
movie in North America. 
As far as lifetime profits, 
only time will tell, but Bat- 
man as a $1 billion fran- 
chise is a relatively recent 
phenomenon.) 


U.N. envoy Angelina 
Jolie in Yemen ahead of 
fundraising summit 


BY SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 

CAIRO (AP) — Hollywood 
actress Angelina Jolie 
on Sunday visited war- 
wrecked Yemen to show 
solidarity with displaced 
families in hopes of mobiliz- 
ing support for an incoming 
fundraising conference, 
the United Nations said. 
Jolie, who is special envoy 
for the U.N. on refugee is- 
sues, landed in the south- 
em coastal city of Aden 
to meet with families and 
refugees there. Aden is the 
seat of the internationally 
recognized government. 
The U.N. refugee agency 
said it hopes that Jolie's 
visit Would draw attention 
to. growing humanitarian 
needs in Yemen, the Arab 
World's poorest country, 
ahead of the annual High 
Level Pledging Conference 
for Yemen on March 16. 
"As we continue to watch 
the horrors unfolding in 
Ukraine and call for an im- 
mediate end to the con- 
flict and humanitarian ac- 
cess, | am here in Yemen 


to support people who also 
desperately need peace. 
The situation here is one 
of the worst humanitarian 
crises in the world," Jolie 
said in a post on her Insta- 
gram account. Yemen has 
been convulsed by civil 
war since 2014, when the 
lran-backed Houthi rebels 
took control of the capital, 
Sanaa, and much of the 
country's north, forcing the 
government to flee to the 
south, then to Saudi Ara- 
bia. A Saudi-led coalition, 
backed at the time by the 
United States, entered the 
war in 2015 to try to restore 
Yemen's government to 
power. 

The conflict has since be- 
come a regional proxy war 
that has killed more than 
150,000 people, including 
over 14.500 civilians, ac- 
cording to 2022 data from 
the Armed Conflict Loca- 
tion & Event Project. It also 
created the world's worst 
humanitarian crisis. 
According to the U.N. refu- 
gee agency, about 66% of 
Yemen's 30 million people 
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Eagle Resort 

Eagle Beach 

1 BR Week # 8 room 4561 

Pool view saturday check in 

Price : $8500 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215204 


For Sale by Owner 
Eagle Aruba Resort & Casino 
Weeks 2,3,4 
Three Bedroom Suite 
Unit #3508 
$14,950.00 per wk 
Contact 
sales.aruba@hotmail.com 
215098 
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rely on humanitarian as- 
sistance for their daily sur- 
vival, including over 4.2 
million displaced people 
and 102,000 refugees and 
asylum-seekers. 

The head of the World 
Food Program, David 
Beasley, told The Associ- 
ated Press last month that 


For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wk 50-2BR/28th, $1,900 

Wks 51852-/2BR/28th, $2,900 

Wks 518&52/1BR/2Bth, $1,900 
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Wk 12-1 BR/2Bth, $1,200 
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sales.aruba@hotmail.com 
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around 13 million people 
were heading toward star- 
vation in Yemen due to the 
protracted conflict and 
lack of funding.L) 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $25,000 

2 Bed Oceanside $18,500 

2 Bed Ocean view $17,500 
2 Bed Garden view $15,500 
3 Bed Ocean view $28,000 
WK 51 Garden view $42,500 
WK 52 Oceanside $55,000 
WK 7 and 14 - all views 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 

2 Bed Oceanside $11,000 

2 Bed Ocean view $8,000 

2 Bed Garden view $6,000 

3 Bed Ocean view $13,000 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $31,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $18,500 
1 Bed ocean front $17,500 
1 Bed ocean View $12,000 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $9,500 

1 Bed oceanfront $9,000 

1 Bed ocean View $6,500 


** Destination Points $8.00 per 
point 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
1 Bed wk 51 $6,500 


Divi Aruba Phoenix 

1 bed wk 20 unit 633 $11,000 
2 bed wk 11 unit 101 ground 
floor 

expires 2037 $16,500 

Other weeks are also available. 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 
michelle@conciergerealty.com 
888-888-2204 Ext 104 
Website: 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Michelle Donato 
www facebook. com/groups/MarnottArubaSurl 


www facebook. com/groups/MamottAruba/Ocean 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Botica Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


IA1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
[Tel. 582 4433 


(Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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AP Baseball Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Moajor 
League Baseball reacted 
angrily to the latest offer by 
locked-out players when 
bargaining resumed Sun- 
day, accusing the union of 
backtracking and showing 
no sign of a breakthrough 
to get the derailed season 
back on track. 

The squabbling sides talked 
for 95 minutes on the 95th 
day of the lockout, largely 
restating their positions to 
each other. Talks broke off 
Tuesday after nine days 
of negotiations in Jupiter, 
Florida, and Commissioner 
Rob Manfred canceled the 
first two series of the season 
for each team, a total of 91 
games. 

This was the first meeting 
since then, coming in the 
first season delayed by la- 
bor strife since 1995. Man- 
fred was in the MLB offices 
Sunday but did not attend 
the bargaining sessions. 
The union followed the four- 
day recess by putting many 
of its proposals in writing. 
“We were hoping to see 
movement in our direc- 
tion to give us additional 
flexibility and get a deal 
done quickly,” MLB spokes- 
man Glen Caplin said. 
“The players’ association 
chose to come back to us 
with a proposal that was 
worse than Monday night 
and was not designed to 
move the process forward. 
On some issues, they even 
went backwards. Simply 
put, we are deadlocked. 


tats 


Major League Baseball Deputy Commissioner Dan Halem, left, Senior Vice President Patrick 
Houlihan, center, and Executive Vice President Morgan Sword, right, arrive at the office of the 
players’ association in New York for labor negotiations, Sunday, March 6, 2022. MLB spokesman 


Glen Caplin is at far left. 


We will try to figure out 
how to respond, but noth- 
ing in this proposal makes it 
easy.” 

Trying to resolve baseball's 
second-longest labor stop- 
page, the sides remained 
far apart on luxury tax, mini- 
mum salaries and the pro- 
posed bonus pool for pre- 
arbitration eligible players. 
The union lowered its start- 
ing point for the bonus pool 
by $5 million to $80 million 
but left its proposals for the 
luxury Tax and minimum sal- 
ary unchanged. 

Players declined to publicly 
resoond to MLB but have 
maintained they withdrew 
their proposals for expand- 
ed free agency and ar- 
bitration and decreased 


revenue sharing while re- 
ducing their request on the 
bonus pool from an original 
$120 million. They also have 
offered to agree to uniform 
and helmet advertising. 
After the main session, 
Deputy Commissioner Dan 
Halem and union chief ne- 
gotiator Bruce Meyer held 
Qa one-on-one meeting. 
Players suggested the sides 
meet again Monday, and 
MLB told the union it would 
get back with a decision 
on whether to meet. 
Among the few areas with 
new proposals, players 
said a fast-track compe- 
tition committee should 
include four union ap- 
pointees, six management 
members and one umpire. 


Associated Press 
The group would consider 
rules changes for no earlier 
than 2023 covering a pitch 
clock, limiting defensive 
shifts and using larger bas- 
es, and it would be able to 
recommend changes dur- 
ing the offseason with 45 
days’ notice for implemen- 
tation. MLB last week pro- 
posed that the committee 
include six management 
officials, two union repre- 
sentatives and one umpire. 
Currently, management 
can only change rules with 
union consent or unilater- 
ally with one year of notice. 
Players said they will not al- 
low the committee to con- 
sider one topic MLB asked 
to be included: robots to 
call balls and strikes. 


The union offered to in- 
crease the postseason 
from 10 teams to 12 but 
said they are willing to dis- 
cuss management's desire 
for 14 if MLB would con- 
sider a “ghost win” in the 
first round, which manage- 
ment isn’t interested in. The 
higher seeds would open 
the best-of-five playoff with 
a 1-0 series lead. 

Players want to raise the 
luxury tax threshold from 
$210 last season to $238 
million this year, $244 million 
in 2023, $250 million in 2024, 
$256 million in 2025 and 
$263 million in 2026. MLB 
is at $220 million in each 
of the next three seasons, 
$224 million in 2025 and 
$230 million in 2026. 

Tax rates would remain un- 
changed and direct ama- 
teur draft pick Ccompensa- 
tion for free agents would 
be eliminated. 

The union lowered its plan 
for the pre-arbitration bo- 
nus pool from $85 million 
but asked for $5 million an- 
nual increases over the re- 
mainder of the deal. MLB 
last offered $30 million, Up 
from $25 million, with no 
annual increase, and sug- 
gested the union had orally 
floated a figure of lower 
than $80 million when the 
sides discussed possible 
trade-offs Monday night. 
As part of an overall agree- 
ment, players agreed to 
withdraw their proposed 
expansion of salary arbitra- 
tion for players with at least 
two years of service but less 
than three.) 


Sean Williams, a rookie musher from Chugiak, Alaska, takes 
his sled dogs through a snowstorm in downtown Anchorage, 
Alaska, on Saturday, March 5, 2022, during the ceremonial start 
of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race. 


WILLOW, Alaska (AP) — The 
SOth running of the Iditarod 


Associated Press 


Trail Sled Dog Race started 
Sunday with 49 mushers set- 


They're off: Mushers begin trek to Nome; 
Seavey seeks record 


ting their sights on Alaska’s 
western coast. 


The race will take the 
mushers across Alaska’s 
untamed and unforgiv- 


ing terrain, including two 
mountain ranges, the fro- 
zen Yukon River and the un- 
predictable Bering Sea ice. 
The winner is expected to 
cross the finish line in the 
western Alaska coastal 
community of Nome about 
nine days after the start. 

For the first time ever in 
2021, the race did not fin- 
ish in Nome because of 


the pandemic. Instead, the 
race started in Willow, went 
to the ghost town of Iditar- 
od and then doubled back 
to Willow. 

Seavey is looking to make 
history by becoming the 
first musher to hold six titles. 
Seavey has said he will 
likely take a break after this 
year’s race to spend time 
with his daughter. 

There are two four-time 
champions in the race with 
Martin Buser and Jeff King. 
Buser is running in his 39th 
Iditarod, and King stepped 


in just days before the race 
started to run musher Nic 
Petit’s team after Petit said 
on Facebook he contract- 
ed COVID-19. Also in the 
race are 2018 winner Joar 
Leifseth Ulsom and 2019 
winner Pete Kaiser. 

Fifteen mushers signed up 
but withdrew from the race 
before it started, including 
Petit and the 2020 winner 
Thomas Waerner of Nor- 
way, who wasn’t able to 
secure travel documents to 
the U.S.) 
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Tatum’s 54 leads Celtics past Durant, Irving, Nets 126-120 


By JIMMY GOLEN 

AP Sports Writer 

BOSTON (AP) — The chal- 
lenge to Jayson Tatum 
against a Brooklyn lineup 
that featured a rare ap- 
pearance from both 
Kevin Durant and Kyrie Ir- 
ving: “Take the alpha ap- 
proach.” “Be the best guy 
on the court each night,” 
Celtics coach Ime Udoka 
said he told Tatum before 
Tatum scored a season- 
high 54 points to lead 
Boston to a 126-120 vic- 
tory over the uncommon- 
ly intact Nets. “He takes 
pride in the matchup go- 
ing against high-level op- 
ponents.” Durant played 
in his second game since 
mid-January and scored 
37 for the Nets, becoming 
the 23rd player in NBA his- 
tory to reach 25,000 points. 
Irving joined him for just the 
fourth time all season, scor- 
ing 19 in his first game in 
three weeks and his first in 
Boston since he was pelted 
with a water bottle during 
the playoffs last year. 
“Those matchups — when 
you’re playing one of the 
better teams in the league, 
two of the best guys — as a 
competitor, those are the 
kinds of moments that as a 
kid you looked forward to,” 
Tatum said. “When those 
opportunities come, you 
try to make the most of it.” 
Tatum scored a 34 points in 
the second half, and Jay- 
len Brown scored 21 for the 
Celtics. Brown, who was 
cleared to return to Bos- 
ton’s lineup after testing his 
sprained ankle pregame, 
beat the 24-second clock 
to hit a 3-pointer and give 
Boston a 121-115 lead with 
40 seconds left. Durant 
missed a jumper the next 
time down — complaining 
that he was fouled, with 
no luck. Tatum was fouled 
the next possession and, as 
“MVP!” chants rang out in 
the TD Garden, he hit one 
of two free throws to sur- 
pass his previous season 
high of 51. He added a pair 
of free throws in the final 
seconds for the second- 
highest total of his career. 
“It was chaos. Good cha- 
os,” said Marcus Smart, 
who had 14 points and 
nine assists. “It was a fun 
game and it was a fun five 


minutes to be a part of.” 
The Celtics have won five 
of their last six and 21 of 
their last 27 games. 
TRIBUTES AND TAKEDOWNS 
Tatum, who played one 
season at Duke’ before 
the Celtics drafted him 
No. 3 overall in 2017, said 
he thought about attend- 
ing Blue Devils coach Mike 
Krzyzewski’s final home 
game on Saturday night, a 
94-81 loss to North Carolina. 
But the Celtics’ 1 p.m. Sun- 
day start made it difficult. 
“| definitely wish | could 
have been there, for the 
last game. It was an incred- 
ible run, 42 years, every- 
thing he’s accomplished at 
Cameron” Indoor Stadium, 
Tatum told a reporter who 
went to California, with 
Brown, who also went to 
Cal, at his side. “Definitely 


a better atmosphere than 
Cal.” 

UNHAPPY RETURNS 

Irving was booed by Boston 
fans still irked that he opted 
out of his contract after 
professing his love for the 
city. On his last visit — the 
Celtics’ first full house since 
the pandemic began — a 
fan threw a water bottle at 
him when he left the court 
following a playoff victory. 

Irving stomped on the Celt- 
ics’ leprechaun logo at 
midcourt after that game. 
On Sunday, former Celt- 
ics player Glen “Big Baby” 
Davis was sitting courtside 
wearing a T-shirt that read 
“Respect the Logo.”"'I know 
it’s going to be like that the 
rest of my career coming in 
here,” Irving said. “It’s like 
the scorned girlfriend who 
wants an explanation on 


Everyday triple points 
ORCHID CASINO 


Brooklyn Nets forward Kevin Durant, left, drives toward the basket 
as Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) tries to defend in the 
second half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, March 6, 2022, 


in Boston. 


why | left but still hoping for 
a text back. I’m just like, ‘It 
was fun while it lasted.’” 
EARLY ON 

The Nets scored 11 straight 
points midway through the 
third and opened their big- 
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gest lead of the game, 90- 
81, with just over a minute 
left in the quarter. But Bos- 
ton scored eight in a row 
to cut it to one point, then 
took the lead on the first 
basket of the fourth.) 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


for you and your party. 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 


MONDAY 7 varcl§| LOCAL 


E SEE SUNNY DAYS IN YOUR FUTURE 
Meanwhile, stay safe. See you soon! 
www. costalinda-aruba.com 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water's Edge Restaurant Is a Jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


é 
| 


Palm Beach — When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and_ interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 

Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 


creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water's 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 220z. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 


your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of Coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 

If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 

Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you're in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water's Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 40m-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10em with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water's Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Thank you fo all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of our 
guests who showed us so much 
love and support all through 
2021, and hopefully will con- 
tinue to do so in 2022. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!L) 


WATER’S EDGE 


‘ RESTAURANT &@ BAR 


“Water's Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Water's Edge is open daily from 
8am —- 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


